
Choosing a university 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6D4dlQ7jkCQ 

Stage: Procedure: Extra suggestions: 

1. Speaking:  

prediction 

Students predict why 

someone might 

choose a particular        

university.  

You may like to adapt this question to suit your students’ 

context, e.g. if they are at university now, ask them how 

they chose it. Alternatively, if they are in high school, ask 

them how they will choose their university.  

2. Listening:  

matching 

Play the full video 

clip. Students listen 

and match the     

photos of the    

speakers to the   

sentences. 

Focus students’ attention on the order of the photos.   

Before listening, allow students time to check the     

meaning of the sentences with a partner.  

After listening, write useful phrases on the board to help 

students compare their answers, e.g. “I think speaker one 

matches reason b because he said something about…” 

Note that BSc stands for Bachelor of Science, which is a 

type of degree.   

3. Listening:  

dictation 

Play the clip starting 

from 00.40. Students 

listen carefully and 

order the sentences 

based on what they 

hear.  

 

You may need to play this extract several times and / or 

pause the recording after each sentence. 

Students who are not familiar with the speakers’ accents 

may find this exercise more difficult. Encourage students 

to avoid using words like ‘correct, ‘good’, ’mistakes’, 

’wrong’, etc. when discussing accents. Instead,            

encourage students to focus on how the speaker’s       

accent is  different to their accents. 

Note that exercises 3 and 4 do not directly aim to         

improve students’ understanding of different accents. 

However, they hopefully show that ’traditional’            

comprehension and discussion exercises can be done 

just as well with a wider range of accents beyond those 

offered by most published coursebooks.    

 

4. Speaking / 

writing:  

Making a list 

of questions  

Students imagine 

they are going to a 

university open day 

and brainstorm ten 

questions to ask.  

Before students begin, you may like to personalise this 

by brainstorming names of universities that students 

know / want to go to. When students finish, they could 

role play being a current student at the open day and   

being a prospective student who is asking for information.  

5. Listening / 

speaking:  

Pronunciation 

focus 

Students discuss the    

speakers’ accents 

and try to think of 

ways to avoid / deal 

with communication      

breakdown.   

Be aware that discussions about accents need to be  

handled sensitively. 

 The aim of this question is to raise students’ awareness 

of strategies they could use to overcome communication 

breakdown, not to ‘blame’ anyone for causing the    

breakdown. 
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1.  

Speaker 1: c) because the course is good for people with families or a job 

Speaker 2: e) because he / she had a job at the same time as studying 

Speaker 3: d) because the course was special 

Speaker 4: a) because he / she was already a student at Birkbeck 

Speaker 5: b) because he / she liked Birkbeck’s advertising message 

 

2.  

Birkbeck provided a course that was unique  

and I suppose is still unique in the country. 

It combines two courses in one.  

It has been great fun studying here  

and I’m actually progressing to the BSC.  

 

5. Suggested answers:  

It could make it difficult for the students to understand each other if… 

·  they are not familiar with this particular accent. Usually when you get used to an accent, 

it becomes much easier to understand someone.  

· the speaker is not consistent in the way they pronounce individual sounds.  

· the way the speaker pronounces particular sounds is very different from the way the    

listener pronounces them.  

 

If people do not understand each other because their accents are very different / they are not 

familiar with each other’s accents… 

· the speaker could try to explain words in a different way, to avoid a particular word or 

phrase that is causing communication breakdown.  

· the speaker could try to stress the most important words more prominently, to help the 

listener get the main idea.  

· the listener could spend time practicing listening to people with that accent.  

· the listener could ask the speaker to repeat what they said / to speak more slowly / to 

explain a word they didn’t understand.   

ANSWER KEY:  


