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1. Listen to Giulio speaking about his experiences learning English. 

Order the topics he talks about. Write numbers 1 to 5:  

___ Going abroad.  

___ Making mistakes.  

___ Learning English at primary school.  

___ What he found difficult when he was learning English. 

___ A good teacher.  Giulio from Italy 

4. Listen to Beatriz, an English teacher from Spain, speaking about 

her experiences learning English.  

1) What does she say that is the same as Giulio?  

2) What is her advice for other learners of English?  

3) What does she think a good teacher should do?  

Beatriz from Spain 

2. Listen again and answer these questions:  

a) Why was his primary school different to other primary schools?  

b) Why did he like his English teacher?  

c) How old was he when he went to the US? 

d) For Giulio, what was the most difficult thing about learning English? 

e) What is his advice for people studying English? 

3. Discuss these questions with a partner:  

a) Did you study English when you were younger? Did you enjoy it? Why / why not?  

b) Giulio says you should not worry about trying to sound like an American or British person. 

Why do you think some people want to sound like this?  

c) Why do you think Giulio says this is not important?  

5. Discuss these questions with a partner: 

a) Beatriz says “You go abroad and everybody’s going to talk to you in English.” Have you 

ever used English while travelling? What types of situations did you need English for? How 

easy was it?  

b) Do you agree with Beatriz’ advice that the best way to improve your English is to travel? 

Why / why not? 
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6. You are going to give a presentation about your experiences learning English. First, 

make some notes in the box below.  

Important dates / places / 

people 

 

 

 

Things I liked   

 

 

Things I didn’t like  

 

 

Advice for other learners  

 

 

7. Share your presentation with a partner. While you are listening to your partner, 

think about things that are similar / different to your own experiences. After your 

presentations, take it in turns to say one thing that is the same / different. E.g.:  

You said that you liked speaking activities at 

school. But for me it was different. I preferred 

working alone, doing writing exercises.  
I agree that it is useful to listen to 

music in English.  

8. Let’s think about pronunciation… 

a) Everyone has an accent and sometimes it shows people where you are from. 

Have you ever heard accents like Beatriz’ or Giulio’s before? How different are 

these accents to your accent? 

b) Accents don’t only show us what country people are from. They can also show 

us what city or area of a country someone is from. In your first language, are 

there big differences between accents from different places? 

c) If we are speaking to someone who is not familiar with our accent, it can be 

harder for them to understand us. We can help the other person focus on the 

main message by stressing the most important words. Giulio does this very 

clearly. Underline which words you think he stresses before listening to check: 

“One is my mum for example. My mum is a mess when she speaks English but 

she doesn’t care. She’s not shy at all and she just speaks and she makes huge, 

humongous mistakes but people are not really… I’ve never seen anybody      

correcting her or like making fun of her for the mistakes.”  


